
AUCD and 
National Coordinating Center (NCC) 
Disability Policy Leadership 
Opportunity 

Think College Policy Advocates 

Purpose: To train students and professionals to be effective advocates for postsecondary 
education for students with intellectual disabilities by supporting participation in the 
2021 Disability Policy Summit to be held virtually from Washington DC. 

The Disability Policy Seminar (DPS) is hosted annually by the Arc, United Cerebral Palsy (UCP), 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD), American Association on Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD), National Association of Councils on Developmental 
Disabilities (NACDD), National Down Syndrome Congress (NDSC), Autism Society of America 
(ASA), and Self-Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE). It is the best opportunity to teach and 
grow champions on Capitol Hill and advance the grassroots movement for people with 
disabilities, offering the opportunity to come together with passionate advocates, self- 
advocates, experts, and professionals in the field to learn about key issues. The event will be 
held virtually this year via Zoom.   https://disabilitypolicyseminar.org/ 

Who: Up to 10 teams consisting of one staff person and one student or alumnus 
from a postsecondary education program.  

• The team can be from any postsecondary education program for students with intellectual
disabilities- the program does not need to be a TPSID program.

• Teams must be interested in learning more about public policy related to postsecondary
education.

• Teams must be willing to commit to a series of activities over the next year to promote or
change federal and state policies affecting postsecondary education programs and students.

• Both members of the team must be available to participate in a series of online webinars
in March 2021 to prepare for the Seminar, and multiple online events during the Disability
Policy Seminar April 19-April 21, 2021, including a Virtual Hill Visit with a Member of
Congress either during or shortly after the conference.

https://disabilitypolicyseminar.org/


What: AUCD and NCC will commit to: 

• Cover all registration costs for team members;
• Facilitate a Think College Policy Advocates Kick-Off call on March 12, 2021, 4:00 - 5:00 

EST to support teams to prepare for the conference and meet each other;
• Support teams to meaningfully participate in a March 19, 2021 4:00- 5:00 pm EST pre-

conference training session for all AUCD sponsored trainees (including Think College Policy 
Advocates) on Policy Education 101, including support before and after the meeting;

• Support teams to participate in a April 16, 2021 4:00 - 5:00 pm EST orientation to DPS 
including support before and after the meeting;

• Support participation in the 101 Introductory Policy track at the DPS covering a variety of 
public policy issues, in addition to higher education;

• Hold an additional meeting during the conference for the teams and any other
DPS/postsecondary education program attendees to discuss postsecondary education 
issues specifically, and to prepare for Hill visits;

• Support participation in Virtual Hill visits on postsecondary education with a Member of 
Congress during or shortly after the conference. 

What: Teams will commit to: 

• Participate in the Think College Policy Advocates Kick-Off call with AUCD on March 12,
2021 from 4:00- 5:00 pm EST.

• Attend and participate in training sessions on March 19 and April 16, 2021 from 4:00 -
5:00 pm EST including some work before and after those meetings.

• Attend the Virtual DPS conference, and virtual meetings with Members of your
Congressional delegation or staff to advocate about postsecondary education and other
issues of importance to you;

• After attending the DPS Conference, with help from AUCD/NCC, do at least three of
the following:

o Subscribe to AUCD’s weekly newsletter on policy in Washington, DC, Disability
Policy News, and respond to Action Alerts throughout the year;

o Host a policymaker (state, local, federal) at your postsecondary education program
either in person or virtually;

o Develop a materials that you leave with the office to educate policymakers about your
program;



o Participate in a Think College Emerging Advocates call on a topic of interest to the
group and to the team;

o Draft and submit an op/ed piece or letter to the editor to your local paper about
your program;

o Participate in an interview with Think College or AUCD about your experience at
DPS that can be used to promote advocacy.

o Share your public policy experience from DPS with the other students and faculty
at your postsecondary program.

Application requirements: (see attached form, “Application Requirements”) 

• Teams  or individuals may complete the application by written response, spoken responses that
are written down  by someone else, video, PowerPoint slides.

When: 

• Applications must be submitted by no later than February 19, 2021. Teams will be chosen
and contacted on March 1, 2021.

Other: 

• Questions? Contact Denise Rozell drozell@aucd.org

mailto:drozell@aucd.org
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