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What is a CTP Program?

A CTP Program may be a degree, certificate, nondegree, or noncertificate program:
• Provided by a Title IV-participating institution
• Delivered to students physically attending the institution
• Designed to support students with intellectual disabilities seeking to continue academic, career and 

technical, and independent living instruction at an institute of higher education in order to prepare for 
gainful employment*

• Including an advising and curriculum structure
• Where students with intellectual disabilities have at least half of their participation in the program 

focus on academic components taken along with students without disabilities (more on next slide)
• Providing students with intellectual disabilities opportunities to participate in coursework and 

activities with students without disabilities

*Note: CTP programs are considered an exception to the current Gainful Employment regulations.  See 
GE Electronic Announcement #53 (5/20/2015)
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Academic Components with Students Without Disabilities

Include:
• Taking credit-bearing courses with students without 

disabilities
• Auditing or otherwise participating in courses with 

students without disabilities for which the student does 
not receive regular academic credit

• Taking non-credit-bearing non-degree courses with 
students without disabilities

• Participating in internships or work-based training in 
settings with individuals without disabilities
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Who Qualifies for a CTP Program?

• Students with an intellectual disability:
• Have a cognitive impairment characterized by significant limitations in:

• Intellectual and cognitive functioning, and
• Adaptive behavior as expressed in conceptual, social, and practical 

adaptive skills, and
• Currently or formerly eligible for special education and related services 

under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), including a 
student who was determined eligible for special education or related 
services under the IDEA but was home-schooled or attended private 
school.

• More on next slide…
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Who Qualifies for a CTP Program? (continued)

• Students must meet the general eligibility requirements 
under 34 CFR 668.32 except for paragraphs (a), (e), and (f)
• Example of requirements that still apply: citizenship and 

residency requirements under 668.33
• Example of requirements that differ: you may have a 

different standard for Satisfactory Academic Progress for 
students in your CTP program

• Example of requirements that do not apply: student does not 
have to have high school diploma, GED, or passing score on 
an ability to benefit test
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What Federal Financial Aid is Available for a CTP Program?

• Non-loan need-based forms of Federal student aid:
• Pell Grants
• Federal Work Study (FWS)
• Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 

(FSEOG)
• Requirements for Federal aid:

• Family must complete FAFSA
• Students must have financial need (Cost of Attendance –

EFC = Need)
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Program Eligibility

• General program requirements in 34 CFR 668.8
• CTP-specific requirements in 34 CFR 668.232:

• Department approval
• Meet the definition of a CTP program
• Have SAP policy for the CTP program
• Have identified outcomes for CTP students – this may be a 

credential such as a certificate or degree, but it could be 
defined objectives

• Notify accrediting agency in writing about the CTP program
• Have established program length in weeks of instructional time 

and credit/clock hours
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Applying to Have a CTP Program Approved

• You’ll be following the provisions under 34 CFR 600.20 for adding a new educational 
program to your E-App (using an update application).  Include:

• A detailed description (up to 30 pages) of the CTP program addressing all
components of the program under 34 CFR 668.231 (see link on later ED Links slide)

• The school’s policy for determining whether CTP students meet the program’s 
standard of Satisfactory Academic Progress

• The number of weeks of instructional time and the number of semester or quarter 
credit hours or clock hours in the program, including the equivalent credit or clock 
hours associated with noncredit or reduced credit classes or activities.

• A description of either the credential offered (certificate or degree), or the 
identified outcome(s) for students enrolled in the program

• A copy of the letter or notice sent to the school’s accrediting agency informing the 
agency of the school’s CTP program, including descriptions of the items bulleted 
above

• Reach out to your School Participation Division if you have any questions.
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Helpful Tips

• Use the regulations (34 CFR Subpart O: 668.230 - 668.233) as your 
checklist to be sure that you’ve documented how your program meets all 
of the requirements

• Show how your program is designed to socially and academically 
integrate your CTP students with your general student population to the 
maximum extent possible

• Some of the requirements are broader, leaving schools a bit more room 
to find what works within their school’s organizational structure and for 
their students.  There can be multiple great paths to reach the same goal.

• Talking through an example: matching your CTP students with 
inclusive extracurricular activities
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Coming Soon: A CTP-Specific CIP Code!

• New 2020 CIP codes will include 30.0001, designating a program as a CTP 
program.

• Do not use the new CIP code before FSA systems are updated, or it will cause 
a record to “bounce” in the system.

• When the new CIP code is effective, nothing will change for eligibility of 
existing programs, and schools will not need to do anything in their E-App for 
the time being for existing programs.  The new CIP code can be used in COD 
before the E-App is updated, but the next time the school recertifies their E-
App it would need to be updated.

• New CIP code will be an option for schools to use.  It won’t be mandatory, 
though since it was created specifically for CTP programs we encourage 
schools to use it.
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ED Links

34 CFR 668 Subpart O (eCFR)

ED’s CTP webpage: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility/intellectual-disabilities

School Participation Division Contact Numbers 
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How Think College can help you with 
your CTP program application

Clare Papay
Think College
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx%3FSID=41540520015bc7675633b84ce251435a&mc=true&node=sp34.3.668.o&rgn=div6
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility/intellectual-disabilities
https://eligcert.ed.gov/index1.html
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Think College Learn: CTP

https://thinkcollege.net/think-college-learn
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Resource Library
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https://thinkcollege.net/think-college-learn
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Also…

https://thinkcollege.net/resource/comprehensive-transition-program-
ctp-application-process/what-why-and-how-becoming
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https://thinkcollege.net/resource/comprehensive-transition-program-ctp-application-process/what-why-and-how-becoming

