
What is your name, where are you from, and what 
college are you attending?
My name is Radek Dvorak, I am from Bismarck, North 
Dakota, and I currently attend Minot State University 
under the ASTEP program and I am a sophomore.

What classes are you taking, and which is your favorite?
I am currently taking Algebra Prep III, Sociology, and an 
Art History course. Sociology is my favorite course.

What do you like to do when you’re not  
attending class?
I usually hang out with friends, play video games at the 
student center, and attend sporting events on campus through 
my employment helping with the cameras for the games.

Can you name one thing that you learned about 
yourself while you’ve been at college?
That I’m a very quick learner and pick up on things easily, 
but there are times where I struggle and I need to ask for 
help from a mentor.

Who’s the person who has helped you most on campus?
I think it’s my Algebra Prep Professor. He has asked me what 
he can do to help me excel in this course.

What’s good about college?
It’s mostly about the education and also about college life 
as well, meeting new people and different cultures and 
attending different events.

What do you hope to do after college, after you 
graduate or get your certificate?
Hopefully I keep my Etsy shop running and do professional 
services for business logos and design.

What advice do you have for young students with 
disabilities who aren’t sure about college?
Everything you do will be a lot of fun, always ask for help 
especially if the work is hard that you are given. Advocate 
for yourself for what you want and what you need in order 
to excel in college.
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I’m a very quick learner and 
pick up on things easily, 
but there are times where I 
struggle and I need to ask 
for help from a mentor.

—Radek Dvorak

Radek in the campus center.
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Do you have any advice about college for 
parents of students with disabilities?
I think for parents it is good to send their kids to 
college if they have the services to support them. 
Make sure that when they’re in college, they have 
employment that suits their interest.

If you could go anywhere in the world, where 
would you go?
If I could go anywhere in the world I would want to 
go to Disneyland and experience that, with all of 
the rides. I am sort of a Disney fanatic, and it gives 
you nostalgia and lets you relive some of your 
favorite movies.

Minot State University
Advancing Students Toward Education and 

Employment Program (ASTEP)!

Located at Minot State University in North Dakota, ASTEP 
is an inclusive college program for students with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Twenty students attended 
annually from all over the state as well as from neighboring 
states. ASTEP students participate in inclusive college 
courses, earn meaningful credentials, gain employment, and 
learn independent living and social skills.

Learn more about ASTEP

Visit the ASTEP website 

Watch the ASTEP virtual tour!
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These publications are written so they are  
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Student Corner
This webpage has articles and videos created  

just for students.

Student Interviews and Stories
These stories are about students’ experiences  

before, during, and after college.
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Thank you to Radek for his  time and willingness to share a bit about his college experience!

Radek’s Etsy shop: www.etsy.com/shop/DvorakGraphics
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