
Think College has an array of resources to help students with intellectual and 
developmental disability and their families consider and prepare for college 
and employment. https://thinkcollege.net/resources/think-college-publications

Materials for

ISSUE NO. 1, 2017

Conducting a college search is a daunting 
task for every family and every potential 
college student. All students need to think 

about factors such as the size of  the college, its 
location, and whether or not to live on campus or 
at home.

For students with intellectual disability (ID), there 
are some additional aspects to consider. This 
resource provides guidance to students with ID and 
their families on the range of  questions to ask when 
gathering information about different programs.

Think College Search is an online listing of  
postsecondary education programs for students 
with ID that are affiliated with an accredited 
institute of  higher education. This online tool 
provides contact information, as well as a direct link to the program website of  each college. It also summarizes 
important features, such as whether a program offers housing, if  financial aid is available, and what kinds of  
academic, social, and employment opportunities exist.

Using Think College Search will help to narrow down the options. But to make sure of  a great fit between a 
college and a student, you’ll have to take some other steps, too. 

Here are some ways to learn more:

• Set up a phone call to ask questions.

• Schedule a college visit to see the campus and meet the staff, faculty, and students.

• Visit the disability services office to see how involved that office is with the program.

• Connect with alumni and their families to learn about their experiences at college and what  
they’re doing now.

On the following pages are some questions to consider as you begin your college search. Some of  these you may 
be able to answer by reviewing a program’s website; in other cases, a phone call or campus visit may be more 
effective. You can ask all or most of  these questions, or just choose a few. The point is to learn what you need to 
know to make an informed decision!
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WE CAN SERIES
We Can Think College Series
Written to raise awareness and reinforce how students with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their parents can “Think College” with relevant statistics, 
facts, and supporting materials.

Parents Can Think College
Students Can Think College

FAMILIES PAGE
https://thinkcollege.net/family-resources
This webpage for families includes information about critical issues related to college for 
students with intellectual and developmental disabilities such as how to prepare, how to 
apply for financial aid, how to find the right college, and more.

FACEBOOK GROUP FOR FAMILIES
Families Think College is a Facebook group for family members and students to connect  
with each other with questions and comments about college preparation, college search 
and college attendance. 

COLLEGE SEARCH PROGRAM DIRECTORY 
https://thinkcollege.net/college-search
Find and compare information on more than 260 college programs for students with 
intellectual disabilities. Search by program name, location, and other keywords. 

HOW TO THINK COLLEGE SERIES
These publications provide a clear step-by-step guidance about a particular issue. It might be a 
checklist, set of  tips, a template, or other techniques that you can put into practice right away.

How to Conduct a College Search (also available in Spanish)

Understanding the Differences between High School and College
Voices of Experience: Students Share College Search Advice
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