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Step 1: Know the 
Options



Think College 
Search: 
The Fine Print

• Funded in 2009 to conduct a national 
survey

• Continue to manage the database as a 
service – no longer funded

• All data is self-reported by the programs
• There may be programs that are not listed 

in this database
• College Search is meant to make people 

aware of the options – more research will 
be required to learn the details of program 
operations

• A listing in College Search does not imply 
an endorsement of a program







Slow and steady 
growth in 

approved CTPs

2018 – 88
2017 - 63

As of r , 2 1
From https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility/intellectual-disabilities

 COLLEGE OPTIONS offering Federal Financial Aid, November 2019 (N=10 )
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100 listed programs 
are approved to  

offer federal financial aid

99 programs
offer housing

Type of institution
• 106 at 2-year IHE
• 155 at 4-year IHE
• 6 at technical/trade school
• 7 are “other”

Source: Think College Programs Database, Nov. 2019



Number of students 
in program

• Mean = 27
• Median = 16

Disability

• 278 (all) enroll 
students with ID

• 216 enroll 
students with ID 
and autism

Type of students 
served

• 49 serve only 
high school 
students

• 155 serve only 
students who 
have exited high 
school

• 53 serve both

Students Source: Think College Programs Database,  
August 1, 2019



NATIONAL COORDINATING CENTER
ThinkCollege

Think College National Coordinating Center is a project of the Institute for Community Inclusion at the University of Massachusetts Boston.  
The Center is funded by the US Department of Education, Office of Postsecondary Education, Grant #P407B15002. 

Step 2: Plan and 
conduct your search



Use Think College Search to view options

Go to www.thinkcollege.net

CLICK HERE

http://www.thinkcollege.net/




Basic filters
• Location (State)
• Program features
• Serves Students in 

High School 
• Offers Financial Aid
• Offers Housing
• Not limited by school 

district

*Note that students who are dually enrolled 
might not be eligible for financial aid or housing



Advanced filters
• Type of Disability
• Type of Institution 
• Public/Private
• 2 year, 4 year, tech/trade 

school
• Length of Program
• TPSID (federally-funded model 

demonstration program)



New features

List of recently 
added programs 

(within the past 3 
months)

Identify programs 
that only serve 
students from 
certain school 

districts, exclude 
these programs 

from your search 
results

Save favorites 
and download a 
spreadsheet of 

favorites with 11 
key features for 

comparison

FAQ section 
with basic info 
about college 
programs and 

how to use 
College Search





Let’s take a live tour!

https://thinkcollege.net/college-search

https://thinkcollege.net/college-search


Step 3: Dig 
deeper and 
ask questions

Attend Attend an open house 

Set up Set up a phone call to ask questions.

Read Read carefully through the program’s 
website



Admissions/Student 
Profile

What kinds of disabilities do students 
in the program have?

What percentage of students who 
enroll are students with ID?

How many students apply each year? 
How many are accepted?



Student Experiences

What is a typical day like for 
students?

Can students access 
everything on campus? 

How does a student find 
out about and gain access 
to campus activities?

What are some typical 
things that students do in 
their free time on campus?



Academics
What courses do students take?

What are the requirements for a 
student auditing a college course 
or taking a course for credit?

How many of the courses are 
separate courses for students 
with disabilities? 



Conducting a college search 
is a daunting task for every 
family and every potential 

college student. All students need to 
think about factors such as the size of  
the college, its location, and whether 
or not to live on campus or at home 
(see Figure 1).

For students with intellectual disability 
(ID), there are some additional 
aspects to consider beyond the 
details you can learn in Think College 
Search. This resource provides 
questions, suggested by parents and 
students who have been through the 
college search process.

These questions may be answered by 
closely reviewing the college program 
websites, attending an Open House, 
or calling the program director. A 
great place to identify possible options 
is Think College Search, a searchable 
database of  college programs on the 
Think College website. There you 
will find basic information on over 
270 college programs for students 
with intellectual disability. Learn more 
about it on page 2. 
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CONDUCTING A COLLEGE 
SEARCH: QUESTIONS TO 
ASK COLLEGE PROGRAMS

HOW TO
College

Start by getting 
a list of basic 

college features 
that are 

important.

Location Size

Housing Program 
Length

Academics Cost

Admission Fees, Tuition, & 
Financial Aid

Inclusion with 
the Campus 
Community

Academics Housing

Supports Program 
Administration

Communication 
with Parents

Career 
Development

Program 
Outcomes

This guide shares questions about important aspects of the college program, 
and are offered to help students and families learn as much as they can about 
program operations so they can make an informed choice about which college is 
best for them.  Several questions are suggested in each of the ten areas below. 

By Cate WeirIssue No. 1 (Updated 2019)

Figure 1. Sample College Features

College
INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITY INCLUSION, UMASS BOSTON



Step 4: Visit 
and apply!

Visit your top choices to see the campus 
and meet the staff, faculty, and students.

Visit the disability services office to see 
how involved that office is with the 
program.

Connect with alumni and their families to 
learn about their experiences at college 
and what they’re doing now.

Apply! 
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